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Dear Friend of our Library,

We are pleased that Melissa Orr joined us as our new Library Director. We look forward to working with her in
the coming years.

The charge for the Friends this coming year is to assist the Library staff in getting the message out about what
the library does for the community and what the Friends do for the Library. We know the Library provides
numerous services to the community, but not everyone is aware of all it does. For example, the Library has a
part-time Community Services Specialist to help patrons connect with community services. A patron may want
to connect with a social service agency in town; our Library can help.

Our Library is becoming more than a source for books and DVDs. We are becoming a Library of Things. You may
check out a computer or a Wi-Fi hotspot so that you can have access to the Internet at home. You can check out
hiking backpacks and binoculars to prepare you for a birdwatching event.  The Library is considering lending a
person who is knowledgeable about a particular subject and having that expert share with local groups.

Our new Library Director and Friends have lots of ideas to help the Library provide more services to patrons. 
This gratitude report describes what has been made possible through the support of patrons like you. Your
generosity is a testament to the value that you place on the Prescott Public Library as an integral service to our
community. If you have a story about what the Library means 
to you, please let us know.

Thank you for your support.
Appreciatively,
 
Bill Arnold 
President of the Friends of Prescott Public Library

Mike Seifert
David Sahady
Tania Sheldahl
Rosie Hartner
Janet Steven
Shawn Trobia              



Our mission is to enhance the library through fundraising, advocacy, and volunteerism. Through
Friends donations and Book Sale proceeds, we support library programs, additional copies of popular

book titles, outreach, resources, and special projects. 



Dear Friends of the Prescott Public Library, 

I would like to extend our heartfelt acknowledgment of the remarkable impact your steadfast support has had
on Prescott Public Library over the past year. Your unwavering dedication as members of our Friends group and
your generous contributions have been instrumental in our ability to thrive and serve our community. 

At Prescott Public Library, we firmly believe that a library is not just a repository of books and information but a
vital hub of learning, community engagement, and cultural enrichment. It is a place where minds expand,
imaginations flourish, and connections deepen. Your contributions have enabled us to uphold this vision by
enhancing our collections, expanding access to technology, and enriching our diverse programming. 

Throughout this report, you will find compelling stories of how your donations and volunteer efforts have
transformed lives, empowered lifelong learning, and fostered a sense of belonging among our patrons. Your
commitment not only sustains our mission but also propels us forward, ensuring that we continue to be a
cornerstone of education, culture, and community in Prescott. 

As we reflect on the past year's achievements, challenges, and aspirations, please accept my deepest gratitude
on behalf of the entire library staff, and patrons. Your partnership is truly invaluable, and we look forward to
continuing our journey together in building a brighter future for all who call Prescott home. 
With sincere appreciation, 

Melissa Orr
928.777.1500 ext.5303

melissa.orr@prescott-az.gov

Melissa Orr 
Library Director 
Prescott Public Library 



The Summer Reading Program (SRP) titled “Adventure Begins at
Your Library” was a success this summer.  There were over 1,300
patrons of all ages who signed up for the program.  Close to 800 of
those patrons logged activity with over 500 completions for the
program.  Unique programs supported by the Friends included The
Magic of Eric Gilliam, Wildman Phil, Jungle Jill and a finale program by
Bubblemaniacs.  Friends provided funding for all programs, prizes
and free books for kids.   

Teens had a great time at the epic Teen Battle of the Books as a
finale for Summer Reading with t-shirts, books and prizes provided
by the Friends.

Youth Services



Four beautiful new and upgraded preloaded educational computers for our
2–6-year-old patrons were installed this year. AWE Learning offers early
childhood education all-in-one literacy stations.  These popular stations
include more than 75 pre-loaded award winning software titles.  These
provide STREAM-aligned content that has been recognized by the Modern
Library Awards, by Library Works, including membership of the kidSAFE-
LISTED Seal.  They have been very loved and well-received.

The Rock Garden in our Early Literacy Play Space was upgraded this year with new educational toys
and new bookcases for board books. The refresh has been very popular with families!



The Teen Zone was in much need of updating, as the most recent remodel was in
2012.  In the fall of 2023, the carpet was replaced and the walls were repainted.  
Matching funds from the Friends allowed the library to write and receive a grant
so the total expense of the remodel in 2024 could be shared. Together, the funds
will allow the library to add mobile shelving for programming flexibility, new soft
seating, tables and chairs, sound dampening clouds, and a new expanded Manga
comics collection.

Out in the Community
Since 2021 the Friends have provided funding to update our StoryWalk at
Granite Creek Park every quarter. This year, StoryWalk featured The Summer
Nick Taught His Cats to Read by Curtis Manley, Rattletrap Car by Phyllis Root,
Got to Get to Bear’s by Brian Lies (with a Caldecott and Cupcake Celebration at
the library at the end of January), and finished with I Went Walking by Sue
Williams.

A new Book Nook opened at the Connections Center Re-Entry Program at
Yavapai County Justice Center. Friends provide money to purchase new
children’s books to add to donated and discarded books for all ages on the
bookshelf in the waiting area. People are welcome to read while waiting and/or
take the books home with them along with library information. This is the eighth
Book Nook in the community!



Adult Services
The library hosted nine very popular Coffeehouse Concerts, featuring a variety of
singer-songwriters.  
The Seed Library has been supported by seasonal orders, including 53 varieties of
seeds. 
 A library scavenger hunt was conducted during Winter Reading, where adults
explored the library and learned about library services to earn prizes.  
The library now features 72 Book Club Kits, with seven new kits added this year. 
Chair Yoga is held monthly to keep our community active, even with reduced mobility.
The library provided unique programs including lectures on Birds of the Central
Arizona Highlands and Haunted Prescott (complete with local ghost stories), a popular
quarterly in-person crafting program for adults called CrafTea Time, and a monthly
Chamber Music concert series.  One new program this year was the fully booked
Discover Chocolate event, featuring Clay Gordon, the world’s first professional
chocolate critic in 2001 and author of multiple books, along with a chocolate tasting.

Staff Professional Development
Two staff members attended the annual American Library Association Conference held
this year in San Diego with support of the Friends of the Prescott Public Library. They
learned valuable information about providing services to adults and seniors, improving
digital literacy, how to connect with older adults with disabilities, and how other
communities work with their cities and area agencies on how to address homelessness.



Volunteers
The annual Volunteer Recognition event was a huge success in December!
We celebrated National Volunteer Week in April and provided treats from
local bakeries each day.  There are currently 119 volunteers, and the hours
they work equate to more than five full-time employees.

  
Building Improvements
Founders Suite audio/visual upgrade was completed and numerous patrons
have provided positive feedback.  The Founders Suite chairs were also
replaced. Staff and the public continue to provide positive feedback on their
light weight and comfort.

  
Library Services

Books by Mail is a library service that provides homebound patrons with
materials through USPS.  There are currently 29 patrons utilizing this
service.
Books on Wheels is an additional homebound service that currently utilizes
the help of 20 volunteers that service 18 individual patrons and the
residents at: Prescott Lakes Apartments, Las Fuentes, AZ Pioneeer’s
Home, Pineview Adult Care Home, Pine Lakes, Alta Vista, Willow Wind,
Good Samaritan Society and Senior Living.







Thank you, Friends...

Richard Ach & Carey Behel • Harry & Debbie Allen • R. & V. Allen • Julia Alver • George & Teresa Anas •
Melvin & Patricia Anna • Roger & Betty Antony • Rudy Arena • Isabel Arnone • Kit Atwell • Laurie Back
• C.F. Bagby • John & Marion Baker Fund • Donna Baldwin • Eileen Barry • Al Bates • William Becker •

Benevity Community Impact Fund • Sandra Bennett • Roy & Donna Bennett • Dr. Dorothy Berry •
Blackbaud Giving Fund  • Roy & Eileen Blockinger • Robert Blom & Carol Barry • Billy & Kathleen Bond •
Judy Book • L & L Borok Foundation • Lydia Bos • Susan Brannon • John & Patty Brenner • Rob & Mary

Bricker • Doug & Jane Bristol • Fred & Nancy Bronsdon • Robert Browne & Laurie Katon • Carolynn
Bryan • Valda Bryant • Joel & Debbie Bump • Kenneth & Marilyn Buresh • Richard & Denise Cady • Ski

Cahall & Dicy Apperson • Jean Canoose • Daurel Carhart • Rose Casey • Virginia Castady • Carol
Clayton • G. Clizbe • Barb and Steve Collins • James Conley • Jane Cook • David & Joan Crooks • Susan

Crutcher • Kirk & Catherine Cunningham • Larry Cunningham • Marjory DeRoeck • Ralph & Christy
Dinsman • Sam & Leigh Downing • Bill Doyle & Kathryn Fitzpatrick • Nancy Dubow • Royal Dunkelberg
• Caere Dunn • William & Thelma Dunn • Kristi Edwards • Robert Ellis • Janet Elsea • Harriet Engelmann

• Robert Erickson • Joanne Ericsson • Barbara Farrell • Jock & Debra Favour • David Fizzell • Karen
Fizzell • Sharon Foltz • David & Jeri Fornara • Martha Forward • William Franklin • Dave Frechette • S. E.
Friedman • Robert Frith • Kaweah Gardner • Francine Garner • Marti Gerdes • Robert & Patricia Gerling

Endowment Fund • Stanley Gershgol • GFWC The Monday Club • Leah Gilbert • Marci Golden • Michael
Goldwater M. & J. Gould • Catharine Gravel • Robert Gray • Frances Greer • Janet Grossman 



you make a difference in your library,

  • Mike & Patti Gulley • Robert & Pamela Haber • Leigh Haley • Judith Hardes • Alice Harris • Richard
Harrison• Dianne Haselfeld• James Hays & Beverly Biggs • Robert Heaney • Jim & Martha Helle •

Everett Hendricks • Robin Henry • Marilyn Henze • Paul Hicks • Taylor & Marsha Hicks • Jan &
Jeannette Hinshaw • Dava Hoffman • Kris Holt • Don & Carol Hood • Hougen Foundation • Natalie
Houghton • Sylvia Houy • Carol Hubert • Harold James • Dr. Robert & Mrs. Judith Johnson • Audrie

Johnston • D. Johnston • Ernie Jones • Lillian Jorgenson • Suze Juste Viaud • Pete & Cathy Karpinski •
Eva Kaus • Toni Kaus & Mary Trevor • Richard & Mary Kelly • J.W. Kieckhefer AZ Private Charitable

Foundation • William & Barbara Kiger • Lance and Sue Kissel • Carol Klein • Kroger • Gesine Krogh •
Karen Kyler • Jim Lamerson • Lindley Lang • Edward & Penny Lehman • Fred Leonard • Denzie Lerner •
Charles & Karma Leroy • Tim Lewis & Family • Gabrielle Liese • Eunice Lovejoy • John & Bridget Lowe •

James Lundquist  • Ethel Lytle • Kathy Madeda • Nick & Tammy Malouff • Art & Delores Manburg •
Bruce Manziello • Barbara Marcel • Al & Jhane Marello • Arthur Markham • Jonne Markham  



  • Megan Markham • Theresa Marquardt • E. Martinez • Samuel Masters • P. & C. Matthews • Marcia
Matthies• Bruce Maughan • David & Nancy Maurer • Bebe Brown May • Jim & Deb McCasland • Mona

Lange McCroskey • Suzanna McDougal • Susan McElheran • Georgia McGee • Steve & Diane McIntyre •
Joseph McShane & Janet Marshall • Cheryl McVay • Matt Meierbachtol • Justine Mendenhall • Richard

Menschel & Thomas Polk • Bruce Merrill • Juanita Mersereau • Jim Messerschmitt • James Mick • Philip &
Fay Miles • J. G. Mir • Everett & Julia Moore • Jessie Morgan • Joanie Morris • John & Jean Anne Morrow •
Scott & Pat Munday • Mystery Book Club • Benita Nance • Jim & Harriet Neal • Brian Nordstrom • Robin
Nugent • Robin O'Connor • Marjorie Orban • C. Orme Jr. • Elizabeth Orr • Nan Osborn • Fred Oswald •
Jean Owen • Charles Pease Jr. & Cynthia Vann • Trinidad Pecho • Bill Pedersen• Doug & Mary Perkins •

Nina Perlmutter • Randy & Rose Persson • Sara Petermann • Al Petrich & Marilyn Markham 

in the lives of patrons,



and in your community.

• Seymour Petrovsky • Rich Pichette & Judy Lapp • Ellen Platamone • Lawrence Plate • E. Polk • M. Kim
Potthast • Bonnie Pranter • Charlotte Pratt • Prescott Ukulele Guild • George Price • Ralph & Sandra Rabin

• Beryl Rae • Mark Renzi & Carole Jolly • Rhonda Repp • Republican Women of Prescott • Andy & Jane
Reti • Emerson Rhyner • Donna Rider • John Ritter & Hilary Westrom • Michael Rochford • Faith Roelofs •
Peggy Roman • Ron & Jerri Rook • Tom & Cathey Rusing • June Ruth • Ronald & Martha Sabin • Katharine

Salera • Frank Sanderson • John & Leslie Sanderson • N. Savidge • Michael & Joyce Scully • Edward &
Virginia Seaver • Frank & Marjory Sente • Tara Sholle • George & Kaye Shriver • Jan Simmons • Marianne

Simpson • Jim & Jane Skinner • Thomas Slaback • R.H. Smith • Stephen & Andrea Smith • Kelly Soldwedel
• M.R. Spanier • Scott & Janet Spaulding • Michael & Rhoda Spencer • N. L. Stearns • Dinah Stecki • Mary
Gray Stephenson • James & Janet Steven • Barbara Stewart • Dave Stoller & Janet Lincoln • Balin Strickler
& Family • Richard Stringham • Georgette Sullivan • Tamra Sullivan • Mary Ann Suttles • Kenneth & Anna
Swigart • Charles Taubman • J. Taylor • Ann Tewksbury • Maureen Theobald • Tracey Thompson • G.C.
Thomsen • Tisbest Philanthropy • Thomas Tobin • Andy & Candace Tomlinson • Patti Trahern • Robert
Ulrich • Kent & Karen Vorhies • G. Wallace • Linda Weatbrook • Marie Webb • Joseph & Judith Weber •

William & Sandra Weiss • Barbara Wich • Ted & Margarita Wickstrom • Tommie Wildman • Rodney
Wilkins & Dr. Nancy Burns • John Williams • Richard & Gloria Williams • James Willis • Veronica Wilson •
Beth Wisinski • Barbara Wood • Fulton & Nancy Wright • Donna Wrightson • Yavapai Chapter Daughters

American Revolution • John Zambrano • Phillip & Peggy Zink • Wayne Zink •



215 E Goodwin St.

Prescott, AZ 86303

www.friendsofprescottpubliclibrary.org

Friends of Prescott Public Library established
an endowment with the Arizona Community
Foundation (ACF)  to create an avenue for
lifetime giving to benefit Prescott Public
Library for future generations.  The ACF and its
Affiliates steward the gifts placed in their care 
with an eye toward 
permanence and growth.  
Please consider a 
planned gift in your will 
or estate plan.

If you would enjoy this gratitude report in electronic format

instead of print, please send your name and delivery

preference to: williamarnol@gmail.com


